An unusual cause of hyperinsulinaemic hypoglycaemia syndrome.
Endogenous hyperinsulinism as a cause for hypoglycaemia can be attributed to a number of different causes including insulinoma, sulphonylurea drugs and the newly described disorder non-insulinoma pancreatogenous hypoglycaemia (NIPH). The calcium stimulation test is increasingly used as a method for not only localizing insulinoma but also for distinguishing the above entities. We describe a case in which felonious sulphonylurea administration was used to mimic either an insulinoma or NIPH. Importantly, this case demonstrates that, contrary to previous reports, the insulin response to calcium stimulation in such cases may be uniformly positive and should alert the physician to possible surreptitious sulphonylurea ingestion.